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ABSTRACT 

A survey of graduate writing courses offered at 
United States universities revealed two rationales for providing 
graduate level writing instruction: (1) students are underequipped by 
their undergraduate training for more advanced work, and (2) graduate 
work demands a different kind and level of writing which schools have 
a responsibility to teach. Accordingly, this bibliography lists works 
to guide those writing at and beyond the graduate level and works 
suited for graduate writing courses. The bibliography is divided 
topically into five sections: (1) general books on research papers, 
theses, dissertations; (2) research guides; (3) writing guides for 
specific disciplines; (4) style guides and handbooks; (5) books on 
publishing; and (6) materials pertaining to graduate writing 
pedagogy. (SRT) 



*********************************************************************** 

* Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made * 

* from the original document. * 
********************************************************************* 



EKLC 




u s OCPARTWEMT OF EDUCATION 

OrtJce !>f fdtrtattonai Researcd and impfowement 

eOUGATlONAL RESOURCeS INFORMATION 
, C6NTER(ERlC) 

This document has been reproduced as 
received from person or organization 
originating it 

C Minor changes h4ve been roade to improve 
reproduction quaitTy 



Uj 



i Poiftffr^f view or opinioii.esiajecj m this docu 
menJ do rw necesaanly represent otficiai 
OE^I position or tJ-^tiCy 



Resources for Graduate Writing Instruction 



"PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS 
MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED BY 



TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES 
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC)." 



Jeffrey M. Jeske 
Writing Programs 
UCLA 

Los Angeles, CA 90024 



O 
O 




In "A SMXvey of Graduate Writing Courses offered at American 
Universities/' John Mascaro and Alan Golding report that of 144 
respondents, fifty schools offer writing courses as regular parts 
of their graduate programs,^ This statistic raises a provocative 
question. If one-third of the survey respondents recognize that 
graduate writing instruction is important enough to be a 
permanent part of the curriculum, with yet other schools 
indicating that they aliso would implement graduate writing 
programs were it not for budgetary restraints or lack of 
qualified faculty, why is the value of such instruction not more 
widely recognized? 

The survey suggests two rationales for offering writing 
courses at the graduate level: (1) that students are under- 
equipped by their undergraduate training for more advanced work; 
and (2) that graduate work "demands a different kind and level of 
writing and that they the schools have a responsibility to 
offer instruction in that writing." While either reason would 
legitimize graduate writing instruction, it is significant that 
only five schools describe courses designed as remedial. 

The preponderant number of course rationales provided by the 
respondents support the principle articulated elsewhere by 
teachers and editors alike that graduate writing courses perform 
a vital function of training students both in the conventions and 
formats of their disciplines and also in the qualities of 
argumentation xinique to their fields. 2 Underlying this emphasis 
is a valid sequencing concern. In more cases than not, graduate 
students, especially those outside of the humanities, have no 
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formal instruction in writing after Freshman English a course 
in no way intended to introduce students to the professional 
writing of a particular field. ^ 

Without advanced training and the opportunity to develop a 
meta-awareness of their writing practices, students are likely to 
continue to produce the academese which has come to be the native 
language of graduate school and to bring this turgid, 
uncommunicative form of writing to the tasks they encounter in 
the real world. It is not surprising that employers complain 
about the inability of recently graduated students to write 
technical reports, grant proposals, and the like, not surprising 
that journal editors across all fields continue to cite the poor 
quality of submissions, especially those from graduate students 
and recent Ph. D.'s, not surprising that it often requires a year 
to translate a dissertation into a book. Clearly, the goals of 
any discipline's published writing should also be those of the 
graduate writer, and intervention in the form of writing 
instruction is a way of orienting graduate students to them as 
they prepare to leave the academy. 

The Mascaro/Golding survey reports that most graduate 
writing courses are taught by faculty within the department or 
program offering them; however, most instructors have been 
trained in a department of English, most often to the Ph. D. 
level. Given their sensitivity to language and to the criteria 
of good writing genem^lY/ teachers with English degrees should 
be an appropriate resource, given theoretical knowledge of and/or 
practical experience with the conventions and formats of the 
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discipline with which they are working. They are also the best 
candidates for teaching cross-disciplinary courses and 
workshops • ^ 

It may well be that it is the university's English 
department or Writing Program that should initiate programming 
for the university's graduate community* if a need for such 
instruction exists, and few publicly argue that it does not,^ the 
same across-the-curriculum model might be applied to graduate 
education that is currently applied to courses developed for 
upperclassmen who are just entering a discipline. What are 
required — besides discipline-specific training for the 
instructor — are a theory base and pedagogical materials. 

The following resources are aimed primarily at those most 
intimately involved in graduate writing instruction: the teacher 
and the graduate student. There is, however, an important 
secondary audience — the undergraduate instructor. Knowing the 
texts which define the writing expected at the end of the 
student's academic career creates perspective on what we as 
teachers do at its beginning. It also makes a truer sequencing 
possible for the writing-across-the-curriculum program which aims 
to send its constituency off to graduate and professional 
schools. 

Section A includes books on graduate writing tasks ; the 
proliferation of these texts in the past decade indicates a 
growing awareness of graduate writers' needs. Section B presents 
a cross-disciplinary collection of research guides. The list is 
not exhaustive, but is intended rather to suggest the range of 
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such materials available. Instructors and writers of how-to 
books differ on whether to include discussion of the research 
process in a graduate writing course. I have found that students 
welcome it. 

Section C includes writing guides for specific 
disciplines. Again, the list is not inclusive, but presents a 
range which enables the cross-disciplinary instructor to derive 
the principles of superior professional writing which cross over 
fields. The similarities in desiderata of scientific writing and 
of writing in the humanities, for example, are often surprising. 

Section D presents a collection of style guides, also useful 
for comparative studies. Section E includes books specifically 
focused on publishing. The graduate students' vital interest in 
this area provides one of the main reasons for the popularity of 
graduate writing courses. Finally, Section F contains materials 
directly pertaining to graduate writing pedagogy. As yet, the 
number of entries is small, and without networking may remain 
so. In the meantime, a significant amount of "unofficial" 
pedagogy can be found in the disciplines' journals; a glance at 
any volume of Index Medicus ^ for example, the major periodical 
index for the medical sciences, reveals a substantial number of 
entries under the heading "Writing." 
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Notes 



^ The report, forthcoming in the Journal of Advanced 
Composition , notes that the courses are "legitimate components of 
their the schools respective programs, offered on a regular 
basis and involving the same amount of class time." They appear 
at every level of graduate study and in a wide range of fields. 

In a similar survey, Robert E. Bjork and R K. Oye found that 
of 101 medical schools, fifteen offered courses. Those not doing 
so "indicated a need but claimed lack of time, lack of interest 
on the part of those needing instruction, or a lack of qualified 
faculty members." ("Writing Courses in American Medical Schools," 
Journal of Medical Education , 58 1983 , 112) . 

2 Cf . H.R. Struck, "Wanted: More Writing Course for Graduate 
Students," College Composition and Communication , 27 (],976), 192- 
97 and writing guides prepared for professionals by academic 
editors (e.g. Robert A. Day. How to Write and Publish a 
Scientific Paper , 2nd ed., Philadephia: ISI Press, 1983). 

^ Moreover, many graduate students report having tested out 
of their undergraduate collegers freshman English requirement. 

^ At UCLA, Writing Program instructors staff both 
discipline-specific and cross-disciplinary graduate writing 
course and are regularly evaluated "high" (between 8 and 9 on a 
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9-point scale) by course participants. The courses range from 
three-week thesis and dissertation workshops to term-long courses 
offered by departments such as history, library science, oral 
biology, and social welfare. 

5 The survey respondents who indicate that writing 
instruction should not be a concern in graduate education appear 
to subscribe, according to the survey authors, to a traditional 
view of university curricula which relegates formal writing 
instruction to the early stages of university education. This 
view, Mascaro and Golding note, "may be changing in the face of 
the great amount of attention recently directed towards writing 
and communication skills at all levels of education." 
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A. General books on research papers^ theses^ dissertations 

Allen ^ George R. The Graduate Student's Guide to Theses and 

Dissertations; A Practical Manual for Writing and 

Research. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass^ 1973. 
CampiDell^ William Giles ^ and Stephen Ballon. Form and Style; 

Theses. Reports. Term Papers , 6th ed. Boston: Houghton 

Mifflin, 1981. 

Castetter, William B., and Richard S. Heisler. Developing and 
Defending a Dissertation Proposal . 3rd. ed. Philadelphia: 
Center for Field Studies, Graduate School of Education, 
University of Pennsylvania, 1982. 
Davis, Gordon B., and Clyde A. Parker. Writing the Doctoral 

Dissertation . Woodbury, N. Y. : Barron's, 1979. 
Davis, Richard M. Thesis Projects in Science and Engineering . 

New York: St. Martin's, 1980. 
Ernst, Mary 0. A Guide through the Dissertation Process . New 

York: Mellen, 1982. 
Gardner, David C, and Grace J. Beatty. Dissertation Proposal 
Guidebook: How to Prepare a Research Proposal and Get it 
Accepted . Springfield, 111.: Thomas, 1980. 
Long, Thomas J., John J. Convey, and Adele R. Chwalek. 

Completing Dissertations in the Behavioral Sciences and 
Education . San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, Inc., 1985. 
Madsen, David. Successful Dissertations and Theses: A Guide to 
Graduate Student Research from Proposal to Completion . San 
Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 1983. 
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Martin, Roy, Writing and Defending a Thesis or Dissertation in 

Psychology and Education , Springfield, 111.: Thomas, 1980, 
Mauch, James E., and Jack W, Birch. Guide to the Successful 

Thesis and Dissertation , New York: Dekker, 1983- 
Sternberg , David . How to Complete and Survive a Doctoral 

Dissertation . New York: St. Martin's, 1981. 
Sugden, Virginia M. The Graduate Thesis: The Complete Guide to 

Planning and Preparation . New York: Pitman, 1973. 
Weidenborner , Stephen, and Domenick Caruso. Writing Research 

Papers: A Guide to the Process . New York: St. Martin's, 

1982. 

B. Research Guides 

Avery, Thomas A. A Student's Guide to Thesis Research . 

Minneapolis, Minn.: Burgess, 1978. 
Babbie, Earl R. The Practice of Social Research . 4th ed. 

Belmont, Ca.: Wadsrworth, 1985. 
Balian, Edward S. How to Design, Analyze, and Write Doctoral 

Research: The Practical Guidebook . Washington , D • C . : 

University Press of America, 1983. 
Behling, John H. Guidelines for Preparing the Research 

Proposal , rev. ed. Washington, D. C: University Press of 

America, 1984. 

Blalock, Hubert M. , and Ann. B. Blalock. An Introduction to 
Social Resecirch . 2nd ed. Englewood Cliffs, N. J.: 
Prentice-Hall, 1982. 
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Brooks, Philip C. Research in Archives; The Use of Unpublished 
Primary Resources . Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 
1982. 

Downs, R. B., and Clara D. Keller. How to Do Library Research . 

2nd ed. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1975. 
Fenner, Peter, and Martha Armstrong* Research; A Practical Guide 

to Findi n_g Information . Los Altos, Ca.: William Kaufmann, 

1981. 

Kleinbauer, W. E., and Thomas P. Slavens, Research Guide to the 

History of Western Art . Chicago: American Library 

Association, 1982. 
McCoy, F. N. Researching and Writing in History: A Practical 

Handbook for Students > Berkeley: University of California 

Press, 1974. 

Mclnnis, Raymond G. Research Guide for Psychology . New York: 

Greenwood, 1982. 
Miller, Delbert C. Handbook of Research Design and Social 

Measurement: A Text and Reference Book for the Social and 

Behavioral Sciences . 4th ed. New York: Longman, 1983. 
Moran, Michael G. , and Ronald F. Lunsford, eds. Research in 

Composition and Rhetoric: A Bibliographic Sourcebook . 

Westport, Conn.: Greenwood, 1984. 
Nachmias, David, and Chava Nachmias. Research Methods for the 

Social Sciences . 2nd ed. New York: St. Martin's, 1981. 
Osburn, Charles B., ed. Research and Reference Guide to French 

Studies . 2nd ed. Metuchen, 1.. J.: Scarecrow, 1981. 
Pruett, James W. , and Thomas P. Slavens. Research Guide to 
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Musicoloqy . Chicago: American Library Association, 1985. 
Rubin, Mary, and the Business and Professional Women's 

Foundation. How to Get Money for Research . Old Westbury, 
New York: Feminist Press, 1983. 
Sheehy, Eugene P. Guide to Reference Books . 9th ed. Chicago: 

American Library Association, 1976. 
Slavin, Robert E. Research Methods in Education: A Practical 

Guide . Englewood Cliffs, N. J.: Prentice-Hall, 1984. 
Smith, Robert V. Graduate Research: A Guide for students in the 

Sciences . Philadelphia: ISI Press, 1984. 
Stock, Molly. A Practical Guide to Graduate Research . New York: 

McGraw-Hill, 1984. 
Tice, Terrence N., and Thomas P. Slavens. Research Guide to 

Philosophy . Chicago: American Library Association, 1983. 
Taylor, M. Basic Reference Sources: A Self -Study Manual . 3rd. 

ed. Metuchen, N. J.: Scarecrow, 1984. 
White, Virginia P. Grants: How to Find Out About Them and What 

to Do Next . New York: Plenum, 1975. 
Wilson; John F. , and Thomas P. Slavens, eds. Reference Guide to 
Religious studies . Chicago: American Library Association, 
1982. 

Yates, Brian T. Doing the Dissertation: The Nuts and Bolts of 
Psychological Research . Springfield, 111.: Thomas, 1982. 

C. Writing Guides for the Disciplines 

Arny, Mary Travis, and Christopher R. Reaske. Ecology: A 
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writer Handbook s New York: Random House, 1972. 
Barras, Robert. Scientists Must Write; A Guide to Better Writing 
for Scientists. Engineers, and Students . New York: Methuen, 
1978. 

Bowen, Mary Elizabeth, and Joseph A. Mazzeo, eds. Writing about 

Science. New York: Oxford University Press, 1979. 
Brand, Norman, and John 0. White. Legal Writing: The Strategy of 

Persuasion . New York: St. Martin's, 1976. 
Cochran, Wendell, et al. Geowriting: A Guide to Writing, Editing 

a nd Printing in Earth Sciences . 3rd ed. Washington, D.C.: 

American Geological Institute, 1979. 
Dawe, Jescramon. Writing Business and Economics Papers, Theses, 

and Dissertations . Totowa, N. J.: Littlefield, Adams, 1975. 
Dirckx, John H. DX RX: A Physician's Guide to Medical 

Writing . Boston: Hall, 1977 . 
Easlick, Kenneth A., et al. Communicating in Dentistry: Sources 

and Evaluation of Information and Preparation of 

Manuscripts, Oral Reports, and Proposals for Research 

Springfield, 111.: Thomas, 1974. 
Fishbein, Morris. Medical Writing: The Technic and the Art . 4th 

ed. Springfield, 111.: Thomas, 1978. 
Fischer, Martin. Engineering Specifications Writing Guide: An 
Authoritative Reference for Planning, Writing and 
Administrating . Englewood Cliffs, N. J.: Prentice-Hall, 
1983. 

Gensler, Walter J., and Kinereth D. Gensler. Writing Guide for 
Chemists. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1961. 
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Gray, Wood, et al. Historian's Handbook; A Key to the Study and 
Writing of History , 2nd ed. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 
1964. 

Grinsell^ Leslie, and Phillip Rantz. The Preparation of 

Archeological Reports . 2nd ed. New York: St. Martin's, 
1974. 

Harris, John S., and Reed H. Blake. Technical Writing for Social 

Scientists . Chicago: Nelson-Hall, 1976 . 
Hirschhorn, Howard H. Writing for Science. Industry, and 

Technology . Melbourne, Fla.: Krieger, 1980. 
Huber, Jack T. Report Writing in Psychology and Psychiatry , New 

.York: Harper, 1961. 
Jones, Paul W., and Michael L. Keene, Writing Scientific Papers 

and Reports . 8th ed. Dubuque, Iowa: William C. Brown, 

1981. 

Kent, Sherman. Writing History . 2nd ed. New York: Apple ton- 
Century-Crofts , 1967 . 

King, Lester. Why Not Say It Clearly: A Guide to Scientific 
Writing . Boston: Little, Brown and Co., 1978. 

Kolin, Philip C. , and Janeen L. Kolin. Professional Writing for 
Nurses in Education, Practice, and Research . St. Louis, 
Missouri: C.V. Mosby, 1930. 

Lock, Stephen. Thome's Better Medical Writing . New York: John 
Wiley and Sons, 1977. 

Lottinville, Savoie. The Rhetoric of History . Norman, Oklahoma: 
University of Oklahoma Press, 1976. 

Maimon, Elaine P., et al. Writing in the Arts and Sciences 
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Boston: Little, Brown and Co., 1981. 
Mellinkoff , David. Legal Writing; Sense and Nonsense . New York: 

Charles Scribner's Sons, 1982. 
Monroe, Judson. Effective Research and Report Writing in 

Government New York: McGraw-Hill, 1980. 
Monroe, Judson, et al. The Science of Scientific Writing 

Dubuque, Iowa: Kendall/Hunt, 1977. 
Noland, Robert L. Research and Report Writing in the Behavioral 

Sciences: Psychiatry^ Psychology, Sociology, Educational 

Psychology, Cultural Anthropology, Managerial Psychology . 

Springfield, 111.: Thomas, 1970. 
Smith, Randi. Written Communication for Data Processing . 

Melbourne, Fla. : Krieger, 1981. 
Tallent, Norman. Psychological Report Writing . 2nd ed. 

Englewood Cliffs, N. J.: Prentice-Hall, 1983. 
Tichy, H. Effective Writing for Engineers-Managers-Scientists . 

New York: Wiley, 1966. 
Trelease, Sam. How to Write Scientific and Technical Papers . 

Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press, 1969. 
Turk, Christopher and John Kirkman. Effective Writing: Improving 

Scientific, Technical, and Business Communication . New 

York: Methuen, 1982. 

D. Style Guides and Handbooks 

American Chemical Society. Handbook for Authors of Papers in the 
Journals of the American Chemical Society . Washington, 
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D.C.: American Chemical Society Publications, 1978. 
American Institute of Physics. Style Manual for Guidance in the 

Preparation of Papers for Journals Published by the American 

Institute of Physics . New York: The Institute, 1978. 
American Mathematical Society. Manual for Authors of 

Mathematical Papers . Providence, Rhode Island: The Society, 

1971. 

American Medical Association. Manual for Authors and Editors; 

Editorial Style and Manuscript Preparation . 7th ed. Los 

Altos, Ca.: Lange Medical Publications, 1981. 
American Psychological Association. Publication Manual of the 

APA . 3rd ed. Washington, D.C.: The Association, 1983. 
The Chicago Manual of Style . 13th ed. Chicago: University of 

Chicago Press, 1982. 
Council of Biology Editors. CBE Style Manual; A Guide for 

Authors^ Editors^ and Publishers in the Biological 

Sciences. 5th ed. Bethesda, Md. : CBE, 1983. 
Fleischer, Eugene B. Style Manual for Citing Microform and 

Nonprint Media . Chicago; American Library Association, 

1978. 

Gibaldi, Joseph, and Walter S. Achtert. MLA Handbook for Writers 
of Research Papers, Theses, and Dissertations . 2nd ed. New 
York: Modern Library Association of America, 1984. 

International Committee of Medical Journal Editors. "Uniform 
Requirements for Manuscripts Submitted. to Biomedical 
Journals." Annals of Internal Medicine . 96 (1982), 766-770. 

Manheimer, Martha L. Style Manual: A Guide for the Preparation 
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of Repor ts and Dissertations , New York: M. Dekker, 1973. 
National Educational Association of the United States, style 

Manual . Washington, D.C.: NEA, 1974. 
Reisman, S.J. A Style Manual for Technical Writers and Editors . 

New York: Macmillan, 19G2. 
Turabian, Kate L. A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, 

and Dissertations . 4th ed. Chicago: University of Chicago 

Press, 1973. 

United States Government Printing Office. Style Manual . 

Washington, D.C.: The Office, 1984. 
Van Leunen, Mary-Claire. A Handbook for Scholars . New York: 

Knopf, 1978. 

E. Publishing 

Beedon, Laurel, and Joseph Heinmiller. Writing for Education 

Journals. Bloomington, Ind. : Phi Delta Kappa Educational 

Foundation, 1979. 
Day, Robert A. How to Write and Publish A Scientific Paper . 2nd 

ed. Philadelphia: isi Press, 1983. 
Debakey, Lois. The Scientific Journal: Editorial Policies and 

Practices: Guidelines for Editors, Reviewers, and 

Authors. St. Louis: Mosby, 1976. 
Harman, Eleanor, and Ian Montagnes, eds. The Thesis and the 

Book. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1976. 
Huth, Edward. How co Write and Publish Papers in the Medical 

Sciences . Philadelphia: ISI Press, 1982. 



17 



16 



Michaelson, Herbert B. How to Write and Publish Engineering 

Papers and Reports . Philadelphia: ISI Press, 1982. 
Mitchell, John H. Writing for Professional and Technical 

Journals . New York: Wiley, 1968. 
Silverman, Robert J. Getting Published in Education Journals . 

Springfield, 111.: Thomas, 1982. 
Van Til, William. Writing for Professional Publication . Boston: 

Allyn and Bacon, 1981. 

F . Pedagogy 

Bjork, Robert E. "The Dentist Writing." Journal of Dental 
Education, 46 (1982), 629-33. 

Describes graduate course in professional writing for 
dentistry. 

Bjork, Robert E., and R.K. Oye. "Writing Courses in American 

Medical Schools." Journal of Medical Education , 58 (1983), 
112-16. 

Bloom, Lynn Z. "Why Graduate Students Can't Write: Implications 

of Research on Writing Anxiety for Graduate Education." 

Journal of Advanced Composition , 2 (1981), 103-17. 
Gilman, D.A. "The Dissertation as a Terminal Exercise in 

Scholarly Activity." Contemporary Education , 45 (1974), 

309-12. 

Reid, W.M. "Will the Future Generations cf Biologists Write 

Dissertations?" Bioscience , 28 (1978), 651-54. 
Steinker, Don C. "A Course in Research and Writing for Graduate 
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students in Geology." Journal of Geological Education . 
(1981), 180-83. 
Struck, H.R. "Wanted: More Writing Courses for Graduate 

Students . " College Composition and Communication ^ 27 
(1976), 192-97. 
Woodford, Peter. "Sounder Thinking Through Clearer 
Writing." Science, 156 (1967), 743-45. 

Argues for graduate courses in scientific writing. 
Woodford, F. Peter, ed. Scientific Writing for Graduate 

Students; A Manual on the Teaching of Scientific Writing . 
New York: Council of Biology Editors, 1976. 
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